BOSTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

Dear COI IeagueS: Boston University School of Theology

Greetings in the Spirit of Jesus Christ! The Boston University School of Theology (BUSTH) travels with you in the vital journey of
seeking God, building knowledge, and equipping leaders for the church and society. We celebrate our students, alums, and
church partners, who join hands in serving God and building toward transformed communities.

BREAKING NEWS:

e Congregations: We welcomed Jonathan Calvillo as a new faculty member in sociology of religion, leading us toward
better understanding of congregations and faith identity. See also our website of congregational resources:
http://www.bu.edu/cpt/current-projects-2/congregational-research-and-development/.

e Doctor of Ministry: The DMin program in Transformational Leadership is soaring with deeply committed student cohorts
who are widely ecumenical, culturally diverse, and increasingly global. The blended model includes intensives, online
courses, and close work with faculty mentors.

e Scholarships: We multiplied funding for student scholarships and housing, including the Vincent Machozi Scholarship
for African students who seek to cultivate ministries of compassion, justice, & peace in their homelands.

e Religion and Arts Initiative: The Initiative sponsored a hymn-writing contest this year, complementing the photography
contest last year and STH’s rotating art exhibits. The current exhibit focuses on ecological healing: “Sense of Place” by
women print-makers from Ecuador and Maine.

PARTNERING FOR MINISTRY AND TRANSFORMATION: Preparing students for ministry means meaningful partnerships with the
local spiritual community.
o Congregational courses: Courses in congregations with church leaders and students learning together.
e Religion and Conflict Transformation Clinic: Internships, workshops, and projects that foster justice and reconciliation.
e Travel seminars: Courses engaging local communities on Arizona-Mexican border and in Cuba, Germany, and
Indonesia.
e Ecumenical partnerships: Continuing close work with UMC, AME and other Wesleyan denominations, while building
strong programs with the Episcopal Church and United Church of Christ.
e Partnership with Hebrew College: Joint courses and public events, plus co-sponsoring The Journal of Interreligious
Studies. The focus is on enriching theological education and developing religious leaders who are faithful and wise.

TAKING ACTION GLOBALLY AND LOCALLY:
e Campus action: Work with Boston University to improve accessibility and sustainability: to provide full access for all
persons (a work in progress) and to live sustainably with the planet.
e Internships in global service and peacemaking: Student-initiated internships for service with communities across the
world, and for just peacemaking projects with international organizations.

RENEWED COMMITMENT TO JUSTICE: Celebrating differences while joining together for action.
e Standing with Standing Rock: Several BUSTH students and alums joined indigenous peoples at the Oceti Sakowin
Camp in North Dakota to protest the pipeline on sacred Sioux land.
o Deep conversations: Faculty, students and administrators have led deep conversations on issues that divide, but with
respectful listening that builds community life and communal action.

OTHER NOTABLE HEADLINES:
e Our own Associate Dean Pamela Lightsey was featured in Boston University’s 2016 Annual Report for her pursuit of
justice, empowerment, and change.
e  Our graduating senior, Rev. Mariama White-Hammond (AME) led the Boston Women’s March, and some 75 STH faculty
and students marched, calling for social and ecological justice as we build new futures in the United States.
e Students of all theological and social orientations are asking and then acting: “What can | do to make this world
better?” “How can | witness to my Christian faith?”

As BUSTH looks back on 20186, it celebrates transformational leaders who have loved God and cared mightily for God’s world.
Their living legacy gives us hope and courage for the future.

Blessings and gratitude,
any i

Mary Elizabeth Moore, Dean



